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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

South Coast Tourism and Investment Enterprise (SCTIE) is mandated to
1. Drive the economy of the region through positioning it as a tourism and investment
destination.
2. Be the official economic development arm,
3. Proactively identify and unlock the full tourism, trade and investment potential of the
region.

To grow tourism in the region, focus was placed on both marketing the destination, developing
new routes and supporting rural tourism development in order to showcase the diversity of the
destination offerings and experiences. The destination offerings were communicated through
utilizing different marketing platforms, including effective engagements on the digital
platforms. Efforts were undertaken to drive SMME support, youth support, and creating local
awareness about the economic benefits of attracting tourists and investors to the KZN South
Coast.

To position the KZN South Coast as a region to invest in, SCTIE continued to profile the
regiondés investment potenti al theidekifred beat@ws (s9.,
agriculture, property, etc.) that have the potential to grow and attract investments to the region.
This is expected to lead towards unpacking and packaging of investment opportunities that
will be widely marketed nationally and internationally.

While interventions were being put in place to understand the needs of existing and potential
investors, the process towards supporting the development of greenfield projects continued
as well. Engagements were undertaken with local stakeholders, property developers,
provincial and national departments. This included the process to develop and strengthen the
Buy Local Campaign which is aimed at supporting local businesses and sustaining the local
economy. The establishment of the One-Stop-Shop (OSS) service continued and the
application for funds from Trade & Investment KwaZulu Natal (TIKZN) was approved. A
Service Level Agreement (SLA) with TIKZN was finalized in September and this will lead to
finally setting up the OSS office and officially launching it.

The first quarter of 2023/24 financial year was the most difficult period for the entity financially.
The Parent Municipality continued not to pay the grant amount as committed and still owed a
significant amount from the previous financial year. As a result of that, we c oul dn
implement the scorecard, al mo st coul dnot pay sal ari es,
operational commitments. However, despite the financial challenges, we were able to meet
some target through cutting corners and working in partnership with stakeholders. Overall,
103 targets were set for Q1. Of those, 87 were achieved (84%), and 16 targets were not
achieved (16%). Those not achieved were due to budget constraints as some Municipalities
failed to pay in full.

4| Page

or

ot

f oc

ful
VAT,



MARKETING AND COMMUNICATION

TOURISM DESTINATION MARKETING

Tourism Marketing Objectives

A Position the KZN South Coast as a premier beach destination with abundant outdoor
adventure experiences both on land and in the water.

A Continue to drive awareness about the KZN South Coast beaches being open with
safe bathing conditions in terms of the water quality and highest number of blue flag
beaches in KZN.

A Maximise exposure for the sardine run highlighting the reasons why the KZN South
Coast is the best place to be for the spectacle.

A Expand the geographical footprint by supporting the tourism experiences in rural
communities.

A Increase the number of visitors to the KZN South Coast and increase the length of
their stay with the #extendyourstay campaign.

A Build on the KZN Soutahacd@ssible tydasrounedestinatidni on a s

with great subtropical weather.

™

Showcase the rich cultural and heritage offerings.

A Position the KZN South Coast as a value for money, top family destination.

The following marketing elements were harnessed to maximise marketing efforts:
Social Media

Public Relations

Fam Trips

VIC Portal

Newsletter

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Brand Positioning
The following adverts showing the diverse experiences were placed during quarter 1,

1 Travel Ideas
1 Safari Africa

1 Talking Point adverts on the social media platforms
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Advertising:

Magazine Publication Advert — Digital Exposure
SCTIE30202332 Travel ldeas - Issue 85 Social Collateral

.

sf =y
o el 000

WWW TISITKZNSOUTHCEAST 0 24 (i

UNCOVEr SINEALUrE ON tha IKZNSoUThCIast! WiEhin tha PIradiza of the 2ulu KIngdom, thars 3ra many Mking, trails
and parkrun routas 10 Cxpiora! Corges, vallays, watartaliz, (SEYIS Snd gama ressrves, a3 wall 35 lush fSrmiands, sat
Ehe Peract Dackoop 10 UNCousr Naurs-Dased aduantues 10 fnd Out mors About these and orher fantairic Nking
Advemurss on the 2N sowch coast, chedck ot www risitbrsauthioast (0 14

POr Organis=d 20venturss, visit the ‘Tour PACKEERs” 1ah oNn The website.

®EZNSouthCoast Mextendhyourstay e kznsouthoocast

heps [ AWWARS TSNS OUTNCO35T.C0. 23/

fiShNETS
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Magazine Publication Editorial
SCTIE30408924 Safari Africa - Heritage Editorial

* Editorial - Feature

CELEBRATE HERITAGE MONTH WITHUNOLE
EXPERIENCES ON THE KZH SOUTH O2AST
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Social Advertising — Digital Exposure
SCTIE3D43016 Tourism Awareness Ad Q1 23 - Social

* SochiMedis - FB & INSTA - Video Advert

WA VIETEIRERETACAAST £ A

fiShNETS
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Digital Magazine Publication Advert
SCTIE3048017 Travel ldeas - Issue 86

*  Advert- DFS with video
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Seasonal Campaigns

Winter Campaign

The campaign spoke to revealing hidden strengths, beauty, and potential in the area, and
reinforces tourists and investors rediscovering the KZN South Coast. The focus was to
promote the KZN South Coast as a premier beach destination, highlighting the fact that we
retain the highest number of Blue Flag Beaches in the province, with abundant outdoor
adventure experiences on land and in the water. The Sardine Run was a major drawcard for

the winter tourism season.

Spring Campaign

The focus was on September as the Heritage and Tourism Month allowing us to feature the
great hinterland tours and experiences.

Theme: The theme for the Tourism Month focused on the UNWTOt h e rifeurisin and Green
I nv e s tinmmeeastingin people, planet, and prosperity.

Target Audience: Leisure Travel, families, adventures seekers and nature lovers

Due to financial constraints, we were unable to place adverts in Q1. However, we manage
to spread the message through social media by creating short clips which focussed on our

unique selling points.

Sample of Digital Adverts on Social Media platforms:

b L TR TP
Social Advertising - Digital Exposure R e L
SCTIE3048211 Tourism Talking Points - Ad 01 Q1 - Social

e R
* SocalMeds ~F3 & NSTA- Video Advert - BLUE FLAG

fiShNETS |t X T®
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Tourism & Investment Local Awareness Campaign

The Tourism awareness messaging focused on the Tourism Month, being Spring holiday
ready and commending the work done by Tidy Towns which all contributes to boosting tourism

and investment on the KZN South Coast.

Messaging: The KZN South Coast is ready to welcome visitors to our many beaches which
are open and safe for bathing. With tourism the lifeblood of our economy, and every visitor a
potential investor, we all play important roles as ambassadors for this beautiful region. To
create a more resilient economy, now is the time to #buylocal i and to encourage visitors to

support this dynamic KZN South Coast initiative too!

Focus: Tourism Month, Spring Ready, Clean Up/Tidy Towns,Let 6 s Buy Local and

each other!
Hashtags: #buylocal #kznsouthcoast #supportlocal #thinklocal

Target Audience: KZN South Coast Residents and Consumers, Business Owners & Tourism

Operators

#extendyourstay campaign.

Promoting the KZN South Coast as a year-round holiday destination is vital for our tourism

economy. This continues to be supported through the #extendyourstay digital campaign which
showcases our O6Member Special s6 omedaposts.Peakst i nat i
times like the Easter holidays and public holidays are ideal for encouraging extended vacation

time.

Campaign Rollout:

9 Advertising: Tourist Friendly Awareness Campaign Advert across all social media
platforms.
1 Public Relations: press releases were issued highlighting diverse activities and

attractions to encourage residents and businesses to #BuyLocal
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Digital Advertising on social media

Social Advertising — Digital Exposure
SCTIE3D48016 Tourism Awareness Ad Q1 23 - Social

* Sochi Medis - FE & INSTA - Video Advert
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Trade and Media Fam Trips
Beach to Beach Hike - 23 June 2023

Medi a representatives, tour guides and other ste
the 38kn @Beacth Adventure Hike at the official | a
hi Bé& arftrionnyw Port Edward to St Michael 6s beaches a
worflailmous Sardine Run as wel|l as theéehanpgwalr nleym
starts with the Sao Joao Portuguese Monumeet bef
remains of the Nightingale Shisppwlteakhean bageoom
estuari es, coast al forests and grassl ands, wi t h

sever al Bl ue Fl ag Beaches on the route, as wel |

Uncover hidden gems along the KZN South Coast
shoreline with the new Beach-to-Beach Adventure Hike

Uncover the rich heritage, natural beauty, sbundant marine ~sils that are exposed in the intertdal zone, and rock pools

the Beach-to-Beach Adventure Hike also coincides with the in nunhm;bnuuavmﬂyofbmih{em-
annual Sardine Run and humpback igrati cluding Barn Swallows, Harrier Hawk, Crowned Eagles and
Purple Crested Loeries. Visitors can also look out for Blue
“We're continuing (0 find ways for visitors 1o uncover the  Duiker, bushbuck, bushpig, porcupine, water monitors, and
the Zulu mongoose. Finally, it’s the last Blue Flag Beach on the route
and the launch of the Beach-to-Beach Adventure — Ramsgate Beach — which is a great fishing spot and bird
Hike is one such example,” commented Phelisa Mangeu, lovers delight.
CEO of SCTIE.

“I’s & wonderful culmination of our outdoor adventure,
Blue Flag beaches, nature and historical sites that make the
KZN South Coast such an attractive tourism offering. This

frolicking dolphins  the ocean comes alive! We look for-
ward {o welcoming many adveaturers on this new outdoor
expericnce.”

Media representatives and stakeholders were invited to
experience part of the Beach-to-Beach Adventure Hike as
part of the official launch on Friday, 23 June, with a stop at
Blue Lagoon Restaurant which is found along the route and
‘boasts exquisite views.

For those wanting 10 experience the Beach-to-Beach Ad-
venture Hike, the 38km journcy starts at Port Edward Beach
with the Sao Joao Portuguese Monument that commem-
aulﬁlhonwhodledmlheswlmshlpwrwkhckm
1552. The hik

of the Nightingale Shipwreck can be viewed. This ship ran
aground on the rocks off Glenmore Beach in 1933.

beaches, lagoons,
al forests and waving grasslands, with sightings of animals
and seabirds such as albatrosses, seagulls, oystercatchers,
‘waders, gannets and more. Mpenjati and Palm Beaches are
also part of the hike, before crossing Trafalgar, one of the
region's many Blue Flag Beaches. This forms part of the
Trafalgar Marine Protected Area (MPA), ane of three MPAs
along the KZN South Coast. Here hikers can view rock fos-
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Walk4Africa Fam Trip - 20 July 2023
We were delighted to welcome The Fossil (aka Desmond Langkilde) and his rescue husky,
Jaxx, from Walk4Africa.org who are on a charity expedition raising funds for the SPCA and

Husky Rescue South Africa. They stopped in at The Waffle House in Ramsgate on 20 July,

which is renowned for its delicious waffles and for being a pet-friendly establishment.

he "ff/ef{oase %

’:’1"3 )

CAFE * RESTAV T

South Coast Culinary Experienceand Cappe | | 06s Port Shepstone Grand
- 26 and 27 August
We played host to local media while celebrating the launch of Cappe | | 0 6s Rest aur ant

Shepstone on 26 and 27 August. This media fam trip, organised by TKZN, was an opportunity

to showcase both our tourism and investment offerings.
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https://walk4africa.org/

P 20T

Boost for tourism and job creation
with launch of Cappello on the KIN
South Coast

OLN TEAM ) Saglambar 12 2027 4 min rend

In the approach to losrism Moath, Seuts Ceast Jeunsm & livastment Enterprica (SCHIE) aad lourem

Kwalulu-Natal (IKIN) c2lebrated the grand opening of the new Cappelo restauraat on the KIN Sauth

Coast [he apasing formed part of the Seuth Ceast Colinary Expaneacs aad Cappefia’s Port Shepstose
Crand Media Fam Irip with mediz imted to egerience the KIN Sauth Coast an 26 and 2) Aegust.

Trade Shows and Exhibitions

Southern African Association for the Conference Industry (SAACI) Congress

The SAACI Annual National Congress 2023 took place in Addo in the Eastern Cape from 30
July to 1 August. SAACI is a governing body to improve the standards in conference facilities,
meeting venues and allied services within Southern Africa to improve its global competitive
advantage with both local and international conference buyers. The professional association
promotes sustainability within the business events industry in Southern Africa. As a
Destination Management Organization, SCTIE is a member of SAACI and the attendance of
SAACI Congress is listed in the APP. Unfortunately, due to financial constraints SCTIE was

unable to attend.
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Quarterly Newsletter

A newsletter was prepared and sent out on 29 May 2023 to members and key stakeholders

highlighting marketing developments and material.

SCTIE NEWSLETTER | August 2023

Welcome to our first quarterly tounsm newsistier as we
look back on our winter tourism season and celebrate

the succass of our annual Sardine Run!

While winter is traditionally 3 ime when travel is limited,
the KZN South Coast continues to attract
holidaymakers because of our year-round good cimate
sffordable outdoor adves . and the Sardinz Run -
our calendsr highlight. This y=ar did not disappoint with
saveral nettings taking place slong cur shores, and by

sharing images and photos on cur social media pages,
we were able 1o reel in tourists who wanted to catch the
action. This coincidzd with the Isunch of cur Beach-to-
Beach Tour Package Launch providing visitors with 3
new w3y to expenzence the Sardine Run and the annual
humpback whale migrabon

Phelisa Mangcu Over the Easter weekend, we had occupancy rates of
% wh when compared with othar tourism regions
CEO of South Coast 80 i,‘\. ich, \»- en compared with other tourism region:
Tourism & investmant Enterprise { SCTIE) is fairly consistnt in the current econ
S&F Global Market Inl

- - essE— tourism numbers from 2018 to 2022, and while we're
not quits 3t pre-pandemic figures, &'s safe to say we're
right on track The collation of our Winter Occupancy

Rates Survey will undoubtedly shad more
winter season trends and guide us on marketing going
forward

The newsletter was sent to 773
Number Bounced Back: 04
Delivered to 769

= =4 =4 =4

Number opened: 195
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Media Exposure

Press Releases

1.

10.

The Sardine Run has arrived on the KZN South Coasti don6t mi ss any

T 12 June 2023

Uncover hidden gems along the KZN South Coast shoreline with the new Beach-to-
Beach Adventure Hike i 27 June 2023

Get to the KZN South Coast for the best winter holiday activities and fun! i 29 June
2023

Uncover ocean adventure on the KZN South Coast as the Sardine Run action
continues! i 28 July 2023

Uncover some of the best school tour attractions on the KZN South Coast i 10 August
2023

Uncover the best musical entertainment at the Ugu Maskandi Music Festival 2023 1
14 August 2023

9 Reasons KZN South Coast is Worth Celebrating this Tourism Month i 21 August
2023

International film stars head to the KZN South Coast for the 11th Ugu International
Film Festival i 29 August 2023

Boost for tourism and job creation with launch of CAppello on the KZN South Coast i
30 August 2023

Uncover diverse outdoor adventures on the KZN South Coast this spring! 7 01
September 2023

Press releases generated coverage from the following radio stations:

Platform Date Topic

ENCA 13 June 2023 Fishermen flock South Coast

East Coast Radio | 13 June 2023 | Tourism officials on the KZN South Coast prepare

for influx of visitors

Hot 102 FM 13 June 2023 | Sardine Run
Lotus FM 14 June 2023 Sardine Run
SABC News 14 June 2023 Sardine Run in full swing along KZN Coast
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Press releases generated coverage clippings from the following publications:

Sardine Run action has bemnotzdalorutheEastamCapenthe pastmupleoiweel&lﬂSEl"TheSaldlm Run,a
hugely anticipated natural phenomenon. PHOTOS: ANDY COETSE|

Sardme Run arrives
on the South Coast

isitors to the South Coast
were treated to an ocean
spectacle last woekend as the
greatest shoal on earth, the annual
Sardine Run, arrived with gusto, a
day after World Oceans Day.
The planet’s biggest biomass
migration, which takes place
in the winter months when the
temperature drops, atiracts whales,
dolphins, sharks, game fish, and
blrds looking for a salty

CEO of South Coast
Tourism and Investment
Enterprise (SCTIE), Phelisa
Mangcu, said: “We are so
excited to welcome the
Sardine Run to the South
Coast, a hugely anticipated
natural phenomenon that
always arrives in its own
time, This is a bucket-list
event for divers, anglers,
and ocean lovers, with sightings of
the migrating humpback whales
also a real treat. While there are
many ways to view the Sardine
Run, we do advise bathers that the
shark nets have to be lifted for their
safe movements, making it vital
to check with lifeguards on duty

18| Page

bathing.”

She added that reports indicate
that Sardine Run action has been
noted along the Eastern Cape the
past couple of weeks, with the pilot
shoal making an appearance on the
South Coast last Friday.

Wayne Harrison, acling head
of operations at KZN Sharks
Board, said they were notified of
underwater sardine activity on

they were notified of
underwater sardine
activity at Glenmore,
lower South Coast.

Glenmore, lower South Coast at
6.30am.

“On the echosounder they were
showing large masses going
through but very low down on the
sand bypassing Glenmore. There
was also an increase in bait fish at
Port Edward near the lighthouse,

as to which beaches are open for heading north. We couldn’t track could be quite some season!”

Wayne Harrison, acting s moving pretty quldel seost
head of operations at
KZN Sharks Board, said oo high and the shore break

them any further north around the
Margate and Uvongo areas,” said
Harrison.

However, on Saturday morning,
Harrison said: "We picked up fish
activity just south of Port Shepstong|
and that shoal stretched from
‘Umbango past the Port Shepstone
Lighthouse and into the bay at
Umzimkhulu, to the northern
side of Shaka’s Rock. The shoal

south-westerly wind, nobody
was able to net as the tide was

t0o big."

Last Sunday, Harrison said
the fish started just south of
Pumula and attempts to net
there and Hibberdene were
unsuccessful: “At Umfazazane
the whole area was covered
with sardines but nobody was

able to net there, but by the time
the fish got to Elysium, three nets
were made ranging from 60 to 80
crates per net.”

He added that the bulk of sardine|
action was along East London to
Kel Mouth, with fish coming closer
inshore: “If things materialise, it




Visitors to the KZN South Coast were treated o an ocean
spectacle last weekend as the #greatestshoalonearth — the
annual Sardine Run — arrived with gusto, a day after World
Oceans Day! The planet’s biggest biomass migration, which
takes place in the winter months when the temperature drops,
attracts whales, dolphins, sharks, game fish, and overhead
birds looking for a salty feast, This gives KZN South Coast
visitors front-row seats to all the marine action, from the
Blue Flag beaches, world-class dive sites, as well as ma-
rine and aircraft.“We’re so excited to welcome the Sardine
Run to the KZN South Coast, a hugely anticipated natural
phenomenon that always arrives in its own time,” i

The arrival of the Sardine Run on the KZN South Coast
comes just a day after the World Oceans Day commemora-
tion, which was celebrated through the first-ever Ocean Fes-
tival in Scottburgh. Visitors enjoyed a four-day festival that
included beach, river, and reef clean-ups; the Ocean Festi-
val Coastal MTB Social Ride; Cutty Sark Pro presented by
SMTH Shapes surfing contest; Made for More Surf Contest;
the Leatherback Rum Surfski Challenge; and Live Music
featuring Qadasi & Maghinga.The Ocean Festival was also
the chosen event to relaunch the iconic South African surf-
wear brand, Instinct; as well as the first-ever screening of

Phelisa Mangcu, CEO of South Coast Tourism & Invest-
ment Enterprise (SCTIE). “This is a bucket-list event for
divers, anglers, and ocean lovers, with sightings of the mi-
grating humpback whales also a real treat. While there are
many ways to view the Sardine Run, we do advise bathers
that the shark nets have to be lifted for their safe movements,
making it vital to check with lifeguards on duty as to which
beaches are open for bathing.”Reports indicate that Sardine
Run action has been noted along the Eastern Cape the past
couple of weeks, with the pilot shoal making an appearance
on the KZN South Coast on Friday, 9 June. Wayne Harrison,
Acting Head of Operations at KZN Sharks Board, said they
were notified of underwater sardine activity on Glenmore,
lower KZN South Coast at 6.30am.“On the echosounder
they were showing large masses going through but very low
down on the sand bypassing Glenmore,” explained Harrison,
“There was also an increase in bait fish at Port Edward near
the lighthouse, heading north. We couldn’t track them any
further north around the Margate and Uvongo areas.”How-
ever, he said on Saturday morning, we picked up fish activi-
ty just south of Port Shepstone and that shoal stretched from
Umbango past the Port Shepstone Lighthouse and into the
bay at Umzimkhulu, to the northern side of Shaka’s Rock.
The shoal was moving pretty quickly northwards and due to
the fresh south-westerly wind, nobody was able to net as the
tide was too high and the shore break too big.”On Sunday,
11 June, Harrison said the fish started just south of Pumula
and attempts to net there and Hibberdene were unsuccessful:
“At Umfazazane the whole area was covered with sardines
but nobody was able to net there, but by the time the fish
got to Elysium, three nets were made ranging from 60 to 80
crates per net.”He said the bulk of sardine action was along
East London to Kei Mouth, with fish coming closer inshore:
“If things materialise, it could be quite some season!”

the 'y, Cutting the Line.All this was
made even more special by the arrival of the silver sardines
which highlighted exactly why conservation action is need-
ed to save the ocean. How to experience the Sardine Run
The KZN South Coast is home to 58 incredible beaches,
including the highest number of Blue Flag Beaches in the
province, Visitors can catch the #greatestshoaloncarth from
the shores, or take a hike to one of the many whale-view-
ing sites which offer great sightings of the Sardine Run and
humpback whales. There are several tourism operators ready
to take visitors on a close-up experience of the Sardine Run.
Charter boats will head out to the action where visitors can
take in the spectacle from the boat, or even enjoy some snor-
kelling among the sardines, dolphins, and game fish.Scuba
divers and free divers can head to two of the best dive sites
in the world, Aliwal Shoal and Protea Banks — both Marine
Protected Areas. Protea Banks is ideal for shark sightings
while Aliwal Shoal is ideal for all levels of diving experi-
ence with a series of caves, crevasses, and ridges home toa
huge variety of marine life.There’s also the option of an ae-
rial view of the KZN South Coast with a flip in a microlight,
helicopter, or light aircraft. World of Wings in Umkomaas
offers microlight flips for views of Aliwal Shoal, Scottburgh
and the lower South Coast; while the Margate-based Uvon-
g0 Airtrack Aviation offers scenic helicopter and aeroplane
flights for a great view of the coastline.Don’t miss out on the
Sardine Run actioKeep updated on all the Sardine Run action
by visiting South Coast Tourism on Facebook; South Coast
Tourism and Investment Enterprise on YouTube; @infos-
outhcoast on Twitter or Instagram; and South Coast Tourism
& Investment Enterprise on LinkedIn. Follow the hashtags
i 2023 #kzn-
Ly 'TIE has
also put together a 3-day Sardine Run Tour Package that
includes diving, fishing, surfing, ocean safaris, helicopter or
microlight flips, as well as hinterland experiences. To find

o

The Sardine Run has arrived on the KZN South
Coast- don’t miss any of the action!

out more about this and other KZN South Coast sites and
events, visit the website, check out the Events Calendar, the
KZN South Coast Meeting Planner Guide and more! And
click here to check out previous SCTIE press releases.
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Get fo the KZN South Coast for the best winter
holiday activities and fun!

The winter holidays have arrived, and
while that might mean keeping warm
indoors elsewhere, it’s time for fun in the
sun on the sunny KZN South Coast! The
Sardine Winter Festival is bringing beach
and hinterland family fun unlil 16 July,
with the Sardine Run still in action, and a
number of great events on the cards - it’s
time Lo uncover all the holiday fun in the
Paradise of the Zulu Kingdom.

“The calm, sunny, winter weather of the
KZN South Coast makes this the ideal
holiday location, particularly in the win-
ter months,” explained Phelisa Mangcu,
CEO of South Coasl Tourism & Invesl-
ment Enterprise (SCTIE). “We're fortu-
nale o have had a bumper Sardine Run
season with visitors catching glimpses of
the dolphins, sharks, and sea birds chas-
ing the silver shoals. Sightings of this and
the whale migration have been made
from our many Blue Flag beaches and
whale-watching decks, with close-up ex-
periences with marine life diving al Aliw-
al Shoal and Protea Banks, or snorkelling
from charter boats. The Sardine Winter
Pestival provides family fun in our beau-
tiful outdoor spaces, free of charge, and
we're also excited to announce the launch
of our Beach-lo-Beach Advenlure Hike
for those seeking adventure”

‘The Sardine Winter Festival

Dates: 16 June to 16 July

Times: 10am to 2pm daily

Venues: Changing daily between Hib-
berdene Main Beach, Wild Coast Sun
Water Park, St Michael’s Main Beach,
Ramsgate Main Beach, Margate Main
Beach, Scollburgh Main Beach, Wild
Coast Sun Main Beach.

Description: Outdoor games, compe-
litions, and fun organised by One Way
Productions,

Contact: 078 988 5575 or follow @info-
southcoast on Facebook, Twitter, and
Inslagram Lo find oul what’s happening
where.

Crocworld Conservation Centre Holiday
Programme

Dates: 23 June to 19 July

Times: 10am is the reptile demonstration
and interaction; 11am and 3pm is the
Nile Crocodile feeding and juvenile croc
adile interactions; and 2pm is Feeding
of Marabou Storks (Mon, Wed, Fri, Sun)
and Cape Vultures (Tue, Thurs, Sat).
Venue: Crocworld Conservation Centre
in Scoltburgh

Contact: www.crocworld.co.za or 039 976
1103

Night Market at Serenity Hills

Date: Friday, 30 June

Times: 6pm Lo 10pm

Venue: Serenity Hills, The Packshed in
Margate

Description: Almost 50 local vendors
selling high-quality food and crafts. A
beautiful space to enjoy a meal and drinks
with live music. Liltle ones are kepl en-
gaged with a number of activities.
Contact: www.thepackshed.co.za

Zippie’s Adventure Club

Date: Saturday, 1 July

Venue: Lake Eland Game Reserve, Oribi
Gorge

Description: This is an edutaining adven-
ture for youngsters who will get to learn
more aboul Lhe plants of sou‘lhern K2ZN.

039 687 0395

Educational Kids Hiking by Manate Out-
door Activities

Date: Saturday, 8 July

Venue: Umzumbe River Trail

Ages: 8 to 16 years

Description: Guided hike along 6km Um-
zumbe River Trail including Lransport
and meal,

Conlact: 073 356 6936 or 073 092 9818

SCTIE' Sardine Run Tour Package
Description: This is a comprehensive
three-day tour package Lhal includes div-
ing, fishing, surfing, ocean safaris, heli-
copter or microlight flips, as well as hin-
terland experiences.

Contact: Check “Tour Packages’ at www.
visitkznsouthcoast.co.za

SCTIE' Beach-1o-Beach Adventure Hike
Venue: From Port Edward Beach to St
Michael's Beach

Description: This is a 38km guided hike
that takes visitors along some of the area’s
Blue Flag beaches, across estuaries and
through coastal forests, with sightings of
local wildlife and historic shipwrecks.
Contact: www.visitkznsouthcoast.co.za

Keep updaled on all KZN South Coast
events by downloading the free ‘Explore
KZN South Coast’ app from Google
Play and Apple stores, visiting the web-
site, checking out the Events Calendar,
the KZN South Coast Meeting Planner
Guide and more! Don't miss oul on any
KZN South Coast action following South
Coast Tourism on Facebook; South Coast
Tourism and Investment Enterprise on

Contact: reser lak d.co.za or

YouTube; hcoast on Twitter

or Instagram; and South Coast Tourism
& Investment Enterprise on LinkedIn.
And click here to check out previous SC-
TIE press releases. Follow the hashlags
#greatestshoalonearth #sardinerun #sar-
dinerun2023  #kznsouthcoasl  #exlen-
dyourstay #seakznsouthcoast
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With school tours back on the annual plan-
ner, South African schoolchildren can once
again look forward to a fun, educational out-
ings that reinforce what's learnt in the class-
room. With an abundance of nature-based,
cultural, and animal-friendly establishments
along the KZN South Coast, there is no
shortage of outing options for KZN schools!
“It is wonderful that our schoolchildren can
enjoy the full school curriculum again which
allows for real-world experiences that are
not only enjoyable, but incredibly beneficial
for learning,” commented Phelisa Mangcu,
CEO of South Coast Tourism & Investment
Enterprise (SCTIE). “We are so fortunate
that the KZN South Coast is home to a wide
variety of child-focused excursions and ac-
tivities that make learning that much more
fun. We've put together a list of our top at-
tractions that schools can consider for their
next outing”

Animal and Farm Outings

- Riverbend Crocodile Farm

‘Where: Southbroom

Details: Riverbend Crocodile Farm wel-
comes thousands of scholars and students
of all grades each year. Tailor-made tours
lead by knowledgeable guides focus on en-
vironmental, conservational and sustainable
use of the planet’s natural resources. An ed-
ucational video on crocodiles and snakes is
presented in isiZulu, English, Afrikaans or
German. Besides hundreds of crocodiles,
the farm is home to some of South Africa’s
deadliest and most beautiful snakes. Annu-
al crocodile-hatching demonstrations have
become legendary on the KZN South Coast.
Reptile experiences are complimented by
beautiful Art in the Riverbend Art Gallery
and the farm has a well-stocked curio shop.
The farm also offers various scholar lunch
pack offerings.

- Crocworld Conservation Centre

Where: Scottburgh

Details: The centre hosts educational tours
for pupils on pre-primary school excur-
sions right through to university student
tours, with conservation at the heart of its
operations. Included in the school tour is a
knowledgeable tour guide, a crocodile feed-
ing demonstration, and animal interaction
opportunities. Crocworld is the largest ani-
mal farm on the KZN South Coast and is a
school excursion not to be missed.

- Pure Venom Reptile Park

‘Where: Port Shepstone

Details: This family-run business creates
awareness about reptiles through school
tours and other events. 'The team rescues

African butterflies in a beautiful and relaxed
setting. Unlike other butterfly farms, Butter-
fly Valley breeds all its own butterflies and
can show the entire life cycle of the butter-
fly to visiting schoolchildren. The butterfly
dome is also a wonderful place for children
to walk through and take pictures with but-
terflies.

- Mac Banana

Where: Near Port Edward

Details: Mac Banana welcomes all schools,
offering an all-in-one school tour experience
which includes the educational banana tour
of the working banana plantation which in-
structs the entire farming process. There’s
also the Butterfly Dome Tour which is home
to a beautiful selection of butterflies. Here
students can learn more about their cycle,
habits, and more. ‘The tour also includes a
viewing of the animal farm, ending at the
jungle gym park. Mac Banana is also home

al destinations for outings should consider
Margate Art Museum which houses a collec-
tion of pieces that reflect the culture and ar-
tistic range of this region. The museum also
has a school corner which provides children
with a space to showcase their own artwork
on a public platform.

-Ntelezi Msani Heritage Centre

Where: Mthwalume

Details: Immerse schoolchildren in the rich
cultural history of the Zulu nation with a vis-
it to this incredible heritage centre. Guides
will take them through the vibrant history
and local customs including the arts of stick
fighting and crafting; the ancient tradition of
isivivane; as well as theatrical productions.
African Bush, Ocean, and Extreme Adven-
tures

- Lake Eland Game Reserve

Where: Oribi Gorge

Details: For a fully immersive, ecotourism

to more than 20 ad and four
restaurants for a full day of fun.

- Mpenjati Coffee

‘Where: Munster

Details: School trips to the biggest coffee
farm in South Africa are always ble!

in the African bush, schools can
visit Lake Eland Game Reserve. This is the
ideal space for campouts, game drives and
walks, as well as several other outdoor ad-
venture activities from ziplining to paintball,
- Wild 5 Ad

Here, schoolchildren will be taken on an in-
formative coffee tour that explains how the
farm was established, and the coffee journey
including growing, harvesting, processing,
roasting and brewing.

-Beaver Creek Coffee Estate & Roastery
Where: Port Edward
Details: School Tours to Beaver Creek Cof-
fee Farm are both educational and fun, Es-
tablished in 1984, Beaver Creek is one of
the first coffee farms in South Africa. Their
crop-to-cup coffee tour offers students an
insightful look into all the coffee processes
from growing and harvesting coffee to roast-
ing and brewing their much-loved coffee.
Museum and Heritage Sites

- Munster Motor Museum

‘Where: Munster

Details: For a historical look at classic engi-
neering, schools can stop in at the Munster
Motor Museum which houses classic cars,
vintage motorbikes, and several important
historical artefacts — among them interesting
facts about local history such as the Nightin-
gale shipwreck. There’s also the well-stocked
Munster Motor Museum Library for project
research.

- Port Shepstone Museum

Where: Port Shepstone

Details: The cultural and historical education
conti at the Port Shep M
which sh art, artefacts, collecti

snakes that are injured, rel snakes

and exhibiti d to local heritage

that are found in residential areas, as well as
breeding various reptile species. Besides rep-
tiles, there is also a fun petting zoo with farm
animals and exotic birds.

-Butterfly Valley
‘Where: Ramsgate

Details: This is a fun and educational outing
where students can learn more about South

and culture. 'The museum runs several edu-
cational prog: with schools well

for informative outings - a particularly great
option to celebrate Heritage Month in Sep-
tember,

- Margate Art Museum

Where:

Details: Schools looking for art and cultur-

Where: Oribi Gorge

Details: There is no end of activities in the
beautiful Oribi Gorge setting where Wild 5
Adventures is based. Schools can book an
outing that includes hiking trails and sus-
pension bridge or teambuilding packages
like Silly Olympics, Mild 2 Wild or the Ulti-
mate Challenge. There are also several other
adventures to be had from paintball to ab-
seiling and the Wild Swing.

-Hiking Adventures

Details: The KZN South Coast has many
fantastic hiking trails where guides can take
school tours on an ecotourism adventure
while teaching about the area’s rich heri-
tage. Among these is the 8km Weza Hiking
TTrail which starts in the iKhwezi rural area,
approximately 10km from Harding, and in-
cludes a walk to the beautiful Mkhoba Wa-
terfall. There’s also a Beach-to-Beach Adven-
ture Hike extending from Port Edward to
St Michael’s beaches which is a great way to
learn about the ocean; with the KwaNzimak-
we Multi-Trails are also another great option.
- Diving Adventures

Details: Schools offering diving as an extra-
curricular activity, or looking to host foreign
schools on exchange programmes, can visit
the KZN South Coast’s top two dive sites —
Aliwal Shoal and Protea Banks. These two

Marine Protected Areas are considered some &8
of the best dive sites in the world, and a great F
way to introduce students to marine life and |

ocean conservation.

Find out more about these and other KZN
South Coast school outing adventures by
downloading the free ‘Explore KZN South
Coast’ app from Google Play and Apple
stores or visiting the website.
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Eyezokuvakasha i |Z|gqa|a ngezmdawn zayo

. Michael Dlamini

KUNEZTKHATHI la mkole z:yaye zithathe
bafundi, zibakhiphe bay
abangazazi nabangam_]wayele Lokho akusizi

eseMunster, Butterfly Valley eseRamsgate,
Beaver Creek Coffee Estate & Roastery
esePort Edward, Mntelezi Msani Heritage
Centre eseMthwalume, Weza Hiking Trails
esel-]ardmg kanye nezinye.

nje kuphela ukuthi t
kodwa bathola nolwazl lwezemﬁmdo
abaneke baluthole ezikoleni.

Ziningi ke izindawo ekungx.hﬂn]lswa kuzo
izingane la esiFundeni Ugu. K

kusho kweSikhulu esiPhezulu
kwaSCTIE uPhelisa Mangcu uthe:
“Ku_yabuhsa kakhutu ukuthl 1z1ngane
uhlelo
d lukwaZI kuzik

TaloiFindn chnhe

inhlangano yezokuvakasha iSouth Coast
Tourism and Investment Enterpnse (SCTlE)
ithe zithe cithi saka i

ithuba“ 1o hlalk ok 1 nje
i kesdwa olophinde kulards

kuzo abafundi.
Kulezindawo kubalwa iRiverbend
Crocodile Farm eseSouthbroom, Crocworld

Qi

C Centre gh, Pure
Venom Reptile Park esePort She])stone, Mac
Banana esePort Edward, Mpenjathi Coffee

Sinenhlanhla enkulu ukuthi i-Ogwini
oluseNingizimu neKZN iyikhaya lezinto
R f s dleth

zifunde ziphind bulise. Sihl

uhlu olusezingeni ehphezulu lapho izikole
zingakwazi ukuthi zibheke izindawo
ezizozikhiphela kuzona."

Hiking Trails.

Uma usufuna ukuhamba ubuye ugibele izintaba, ung:

lokho ngokt eWezal

FAMILY FUN

10 child-friendly and
educational activities on
the KZN South Coast

ZAMANDOSI CELE
zamendos’.celedinl.co.za

A GREAT part of learning doesn’t only
happen in the classroom. There are
plenty of places to take the kids that
are fun and educational while also
reinforcing what's learnt in class.

If you're a teacher looking to fill
your planner with cducational activ-
ities or a parent wanting to expose
your child to the school of life, here
are 10 didactic and child-friendly tours
and activities for your Kids to experi-
ence year-round, according to Phelisa
Mangcu, CEO of South Coast Tourism
& Investment Enterprisc.

Riverbend Crocodile Farm

Riverbend Crocodile Farm wel-
comes thousands of scholars and
students of all grades each year. Tai-
lor-made tours led by knowledgea-
ble guides focus on environmental,
conservational and sustainable use
of the planct’s natural resources. An

educational video on crocodiles and
snakes is presented in isiZulu, English,
Afrikaans or German.

Pure Venom Reptile Park:
Porl Shepstone

This family-run business creates
awareness about reptiles through
school tours and other cvents. The
team rescues snakes that are injured,
relocates snakes that are found in
residential areas, as well as breeding
wvarious reptile specics. Besides reptiles,
there is also a fun petting zoo with
farm animals and exotic birds.

Butterfly Valley: Ramsgate

“This is a fun and educational out-
ing where students can Iearn more
about South African butterflies in a
beautiful and relaxed setting. Unlike
other butterfly farms, Butterfly Valley
breeds its own butterflies and can show
the entire life cycle of the butterfly to
visiting schoolchildren. The butterfly
dome is also a wonderful place for
children to walk through.

MAC Banana near Port Edward. | Supplied

Mac Banana:

Edward

Mac Banana offers an all-in-one
school tour experience which includes
the cducational banana tour of the
working banana plantation, which
instructs the entire farming process.
There's also the Butterfly Dome Tour,
which is home to a beautiful selection
of hutterflics. TTere students can learn
more about their cycle, habits, and
more. Mac Banana is home to more
than 20 adventure activitics and four
restaurants for a full day of fun.

Mpenjati Coffee: Munster

Near Port

Here, schoolchildren will be taken
on an informative coffee tour that
explains how the farm was established
and the coffee journey, including
growing, harvesting, processing, roast-
ing and brewing.

Beaver Creck Coffec Estate &
Roastery: Port Edward

School tours to Beaver Creek Coffee
Farm arc both cducational and fun.
Established in 1984, Beaver Creek is
one of the first coffee farms in South
Africa. Their crop-to-cup coffee tour
offers students an insightful look into
all the coffee processes, from growing

and harvesting coffee to roasting and
brewing their much-loved coffee.

Port Shepstone Musenm: Port
Shepstone

The cultural and historical educa-
tion continues at the Port Shepstone
Muscum, which showcases art, arte-
facts, collections, and exhibitions con-
nected to local heritage and culture.
The museum runs several educational
programmes with schools welcome for
informative outings.

Margate Art Museum:

Margate

Margate Art Museum houses a col-
lection of pieces that reflect the cul-
ture and artistic range of this region.
The museum also has a school comer
which provides children with a space
to showcase their own artwork on a
public platform.

Niclezi Msani Heritage Centre:
Mthwalome

Tmmerse schoolchildren in the rich
cultural history of the Zuhu nation,
with a visit to this incredible heritage
centre. Guides will take them through
the vibrant history and local customs.

Lake Eland Gamc Reserve:
Oribi Gorge

For a fully immersive, eco-toutism
excursion in the African bush, schools
can visit Lake Eland Game Reserve.
This is the ideal space for campouls,
game drives and walks, as well as se
eral other outdoor adventure activities,
from zip-lining to paintball.
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past — don’t miss any
of the action!
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@iNoel McDonogh & Demetre Stimatis/ Adcan Marine

Visitors to the KZN South Coast were treated to an ocean spectacle last weekend as the #greatestshoalonearth - the
annual Sardine Run - arrived with gusto, a day after World Oceans Day! The planet's biggest biomass migration,
which takes place in the winter months when the temperature drops, attracts whales, dolphins, sharks, game fish,
and overhead birds looking for a salty feast. This gives KZN South Coast visitors front-row seats to all the marine

action, from the Blue Flag beaches, world-class dive sites, as well as marine and aircraft.

“We're so excited to welcome the Sardine Run to the KZN South Coast, a hugely anticipated natural phenomenon
that always arrives in its own time,” explained Phelisa Mangcu, CEO of South Coast Tourism & Investment
Enterprise (SCTIE). “This is a bucket-list event for divers, anglers, and ocean lovers, with sightings of the migrating
humpback whales also a real treat. While there are many ways to view the Sardine Run, we do advise bathers that
the shark nets have to be lifted for their safe movements, making it vital to check with lifeguards on duty as to

which beaches are open for bathing.”

Reports indicate that Sardine Run action has been noted along the Eastern Cape the past couple of weeks, with the
pilot shoal making an appearance on the KZN South Coast on Friday, 9 June. Wayne Harrison, Acting Head of
Operations at KZN Sharks Board, said they were notified of underwater sardine activity on Glenmore, lower KZN

South Coastat 6.30am.
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Ugu District

Buying a car is a big deal. How do you TransUnion

know if you're making the right one? First Check

Food, Fun and Adventure: Visit Port

Shepstone Maritime Museum

Learn more about local history and heritage.

o]
July 15, 2023 M South Coast Herald W 1 minute read

The KZN South Coast has a rich and interesting maritime history dating back to the early seafarers of the 1500s.

READ MORE: Food, Fun and Adventure
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Uncover the best musical entertainment at the
Ugu Maskandi Music Festival 2023

O August14, 2023 & news@marketingspreadcoza £ Travel, Tourism, Entertainment & Lifestyle Spread © o

Share this

F et
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The unique sounds of maskandi music will once again attract crowds to the KZN South Coast with the third

annual Ugu Maskandi Music Festival set to take place on Saturday, 30 September, at Ugu Sports & Leisure
Centre in Gamalakhe.

The event, which is supported by South Coast Tourism & Investment Enterprise (SCTIE), is a culturally
significant way to celebrate the end of Heritage Month.

This festival, which is set to be the biggest one yet, is being organised by Ugu Broadcasting Services in
partnership with the Cultural and Creative Industries Federation of South Africa (CCIFSA), Umuziwabantu

Municipality, Ray Nkonyeni Municipality, Vodacom, and SCTIE.

“It's an honour to welcome the talented artists and maskandi music lovers to the KZN South Coast once again
for this much-anticipated festival," said Phelisa Mangcu, CEO of SCTIE. “This is a great celebration of our rich
heritage, a welcome boost in visitors during Tourism Month, and an excellent opportunity to showcase the
KZN South Coast as a premier event-hosting destination,” said Mangcu.

Siyabonga Mkhungo, director of Ugu Broadcasting Services and the event organiser, said the festival will
showcase local talent.

“We are excited to once again host this event, as we believe were on the correct path to establishing a
household event that will become a part of the Ugu District Culture for many years to come, We started this
festival with a clear intention to embrace our culture and heritage as Nguni people through art and crafts.
This year, the event will cater for our local artists from the KZN South Coast, who will make up 80% of the
festivals line-up."

This years line-up welcomes Bahubhe, Mphuphe, Igcokama Elisha, Skweletu, Mageza, Ezechalaha,
Amavukela Mbuso, Mjolisi, Ntencane, Khuzani, Lagxabha.. and many more! General tickets cost R100, and VIP
tickets cost R650, available online at Webtickets and Ticketpro, as well as Pick n Pay. No U18s allowed.
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International film stars head to the KIN
South Coast for the 11th Ugu
International Film Festival

SALMTEAM © August 30,2023 4 min read

—

With its exquisite natural scenery, year-round subtropical climate, ease of accessibility, and welcoming local
communities, the KZN South Coast is establishing itself as a premier film production destination. This is
further entrenched by the fact that the KZN South Coast is hosting the 11th Ugu International Film Festival
which is running from 14 to 16 September.
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UGU FESTIVAL

SHANELL DANIEL
shanell.daniel@inl.co.za

EXCITEMENT is mounting with the
South Coast sct to be the backdrop
of the 11th Ugu International Film
Festival from September 14 to 16.

This year, the festival’s focus is
centred around anti-human trafficking
and anti-gender-based violence.

Speaking to the Sunday Tribune,
Zimbabwe-born South African film and
television actor Luthuli Dlamini,
who will be talking on Acting for Big
Screen at the festival, said he is very
excited.

“Thisis a great opportunity all-round
for cveryone. People will have the
opportunity to make the South Coast,
especially Port Shepstone and Margate,
afilm-making destination. This is some-
thing the people of Port Shepstone
can make money from,” said Dlamini.

“The film festival is about develop-
ing the film industry. We're starting
with kids and moving on to older
folk. There will be international
guests who will be attending and
showcasing their films. We have a
competition open for people to make
movies, and we'll have an award
ceremony for this at the festival,”

Phelisa Mangcu, the CEO of South.
Coast Tourism & Investment Enter-
prise (SCTIE), said the festival provides
an opportunity to showcase exactly
why the KZN South Coast is a top-class
film destination.

Mangcu said one of the biggest
attractions for international documen-
tary film-makers is the annual Sardine
Run, the planet's greatest biomass
migration, which makes for unique
underwater footage.

“Our dive sites at Aliwal Shoal and
Protca Banks are considered two of the
best in the world, with big animals
diving all year round. These continue
to attract documentary film crews
looking for incredible occan footage,”
said Mangcu.

Senzo Zindela, the Founding
Director of the Ugu International Film
Festival, said the festival was estab-
lished as an international informa-
tion-sharing platform to equip local
creatives looking to break into the
international market.

The festival will include several
workshops, exhibitions, and screen-
ings, with Dezzi’s Raceway as the
primary venue alongside Nyandezulu
Community Hall, the Margate Museum,
and Geilima Community ITall.

The opening night will be hosted
at Ster-Kinckor Shelly Centre on
September 14, where guests will enjoy
a viewing of The Lake directed by
Lee Thongkham and produced by
Hollywood Thailand and Thongkham
Productions.

Thongkham will be at the screen-
ing, where he will share his insight
into producing high-quality content
on a reasonable budget.

Tle will also give a workshop on
The Art of Gigantic Monster Creation
as part of the many workshops and
discussions led by industry experts
across a range of topics.

There will also be an Acting master
class by legendary South African actor,
author, director, and playwright John
Kani.

This year, guests can also look
forward to The Art of Action Directing
by Vietnamese-American filmmaker,
actor, and martial artist Peter Pham,
whose work has been released on
Netflix, in theatres, and various other
platforms.

Benedicta Johnson, an experienced
businesswoman in finance, media,
tourism, and animation, will talk on
Film Business and Funding Opportu-
nities; Eliya Ndou from The Depart-

THERE will be a masterclass in acting by renowned South African actor, author, director, and playwright, John Kani, at the Ugu International Film Festival. | Supplied

KZN’s a great film-making destination

ment of Trade Industry and Compe-
tition will unpack the Emerging Black
Filmmakers Incentive with Xolani
Dlamini discussing Special Programmes
and Local Content Production.

Aysha Abbas of 7toonz will share
insight into Animating for Interna-
tional Audiences.

Those trying to break into the film
industry will bhenefit from Casting
Opportunities by Sandile Sangweni,
while African collaboration will be
at the heart of the Partnering with
Nigeria discussion by Peter Okafor of
Madiba Media Productions.

Ugu International Film Festival's
film screenings will include BoxCar,
dirccted by Liam Whitcher, and the
hilarious crossover comedy Fish’s Tale
by Bruce Gounder.

There will also be online screen-
ings of Arise Firebird directed by Jimi
Okubanjo and Life Between Mthizozo
and Marazo directed by Thango
Thembakalilahlwa.

The screenings can be accessed
at https://app.entertainmentoxygen.
com/festivals/017802843296481763.

The festival will conclude with a
glitzy Ugu International Film Festival
Awards ceremony taking place at Dezzi
Raceway on September 16.
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September is not only a
celebration of renewal with the
arrival of spring, it's also a
commemoration of Tourism
Month, Heritage Month, and all
the wonderfully unique offerings
that South Africa presents.

To celebrate this, visitors are
encouraged to head to the KZN South
Coast where they can uncover
adventures from the ocean depths
to the hinterland! "This year's UN
World Tourism Organisation theme
is Tourism and Green Investment,
something that is incredibly close to
the KZN South Coast," explained
Phelisa Mangcu, CEO of South Coast
Tourism & Investment Enterprise
(SCTIE).

"Our natural assets have long been
an important attraction for visitors
to the Paradise of the Zulu Kingdom,
and we're continuing to develop
these through sustainable tourism
offerings that empower rural
communities, support conservation
efforts, and boost the local economy.
This month, we want to uncover
adventures and celebrate all the
reasons that the KZN South Coast is
a leading tourism destination! "

1. Tourism on the up
While many sites across the globe
are still feeling the pinch of the

9 Reasons KZN

on the road to recovery, with Ugu
District coming out tops provincially
in 2022 for the final week of
December — with an occupancy rate
of 97%! The region continues to
attract new and returning visitors
looking to uncover adventure on the
KZN South Coast.

2. Blue Flag Beaches

From Scottburgh to Port Edward, the
KZN South Coast has an impressive
58 beaches and boasts the highest
number of Blue Flag Beaches in the
province. This isn't the only provincial
record - with 21 tidal pools, the region
is home to the highest number of
tidal pools in KZN.

Visitors can enjoy the beaches
swimming, surfing, and snorkelling,
with SCTIE introducing the latest
Beach-to-Beach Adventure Hike for
an even more extensive experience.
This is a 38km guided hike that takes
visitors along some of the Blue Flag
beaches, across estuaries and through
coastal forests, with sightings of local
wildlife and historic shipwrecks.

3. Agri-tourism offerings

Coffee, banana, macadamia and
more are farmed along the KZN South
Coast, and visitors are afforded a
taste of this local produce by
embarking on the Agri-Tourism Tour.
This tour allows visitors to experience
and learn more about the local

Marina Beach - Blue Flag beach

produce, enjoy some farm-based
adventures, and sample homegrown
products, all the while supporting
locals.

4. Heritage tourism

Visiting the KZN South Coast is the
ideal way to celebrate Heritage
Month in September. For those
museum lovers, there is the Munster
Motor Museum, Port Shepstone
Museum, and Margate Art Museum.
The rich cultural history of the Zulu
nation can be experienced at Ntelezi
Msani Heritage Centre in
Mthwalume, with the KwaNzimakwe
Experience and Nyandezulu
Experience both offering immersive
cultural excursions in the beautiful
hinterland.

For those interested in the history of
the Roman Catholic Mission Stations,
SCTIE recently launched the Mission
Tourism Route which takes
participants to The Capuchin
Adoration Convent in Pumula; Maris
Stella Mission at Oshabeni; Assisi
Mission at Oshabeni; and Maria Trost
Mission in St Faiths.

5. Adventure tourism

Uncover adventure on the KZN South
Coast through several tourism
offerings. Lake Eland Game Reserve
in Oribi Gorge is an ecotourism
adventure in the African bush with
name drives and hikes amonn African

South Coastis Worth
Celebrating this Tourism Month

wildlife. Guests can walk across the
80m suspension bridge or get their
hearts racing on the Zipline Tour.

There is also horse riding, hiking,
single-track mountain bike trails,
paintball, fishing, picnic sites and 4x4
tracks. Also in Oribi Gorge is Wild 5
Adventures which has everything
from paintball to abseiling and the
Wild Swing. Those who prefer ocean-
based adventures can scuba dive,
freedive, or even snorkel at two of
three Marine Protected Areas Aliwal
Shoal and Protea Banks. There are
also shark cage diving experiences
for those who want a really
memorable experience!

6. Hiking and biking excursions
The many nature reserves, farmlands,
and outstanding natural terrain are
an ideal backdrop for hiking and
biking adventures. The KZN South
Coast has many established trail
routes and guided tours that give
visitors a close-up experience in the
natural world.

The 8km Weza Hiking Trail is a guided
cultural tour that crosses two
amaKhosi areas ending at the
Mkhoba Waterfall. The 71km
Umzumbe River Trail connects the
hinterland with the coast, with
authentic homestays en route. There
are also the ANEW Resort Ingeli Forest
Resort biking trails, Clearwater Trails,
and KwaNzimakwe Multi-Trails_

nandemic the KZN South Coast is
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